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For many visitors, Darjeeling is known for the beauty of Mount Kanchenjunga, winding hill roads, charming
hillside homes, the toy train, and its refreshing climate. However, for the local people, Darjeeling is equally
remembered through its institutions and service centres that shape everyday life — and among them,
Hayden Hall Institute holds a special place.

The name of Father Edgar Peter Burns naturally remains inseparable from Hayden Hall. In many ways, Father
Burns and Hayden Hall became complementary to one another, symbolizing dedication to humanity,
education, and social service.

Father Burns was born on 26 April 1925 in Montreal, Canada, to Claudius Burns and Nora Burns. Raised in a
compassionate and service-oriented family, he developed strong religious values from an early age and
joined the Society of Jesus in 1943 at the age of 19. Inspired by faith, human values, and service to society, he
dedicated his life to uplifting the poor and marginalized.

He arrived in Darjeeling in 1951 and began his educational service at St. Robert’s School in 1952. Later, he
served at St. Alphonsus School, where he not only educated students but also extended care and medical
assistance to underprivileged communities around Kurseong. He was also actively involved in teaching
theology and philosophy at St. Mary’s College.

In 1960, Father Burns returned to Darjeeling as a professor of English Language and Literature at St. Joseph’s
College. During his long tenure of nearly 25 years, he guided students not only academically but also
inspired them toward meaningful and socially responsible lives.

While achieving recognition in the field of education, Father Burns never neglected his social responsibilities.
In 1969, through his personal initiative and commitment, he established Hayden Hall Community
Development and Social Welfare Centre, which gradually evolved into one of Darjeeling’s most respected
social institutions.
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Under his guidance, Hayden Hall became actively involved in adult education, night college programmes,
rural healthcare outreach, medical assistance in remote villages, community dispensaries, mother and child
welfare services, scholarships for poor students, tuition support, tailoring and weaving training, and various
self-employment initiatives.

Father Burns also played an important humanitarian role during times of crisis. Following the devastating fire
incident on H.D. Lama Road in 1971, he helped secure land and rehabilitation support for affected families in
Singamari, further strengthening his bond with the people of Darjeeling.

His lifelong dedication to education, healthcare, social welfare, and human dignity continues to inspire
generations. Through Hayden Hall and his countless humanitarian efforts, Father Burns became not only a
respected priest and educator but also a symbol of compassion and service for the people of Darjeeling.
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