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Darjeeling, 08 Mar, 2018
TRANSLATION:

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY HIGHLIGHTS CALL FOR WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT AND EQUAL RIGHTS

Darjeeling, 8 March: The platform of International Women’s Day became a strong voice for women’s
empowerment and equal rights during a special celebration organized at Chowrasta in Darjeeling. Participants
expressed pride over the growing achievements of women in different fields, including the historic election of a
woman as the Chairperson of the Darjeeling Municipality for the first time.

The programme was organized under the aegis of Hayden Hall Institute in collaboration with ICDS, SHGs, NGOs,
and various social organizations. Alongside cultural presentations dedicated to women, the event also spread
awareness on the Swachh Bharat Mission, human trafficking, and violence against women and girls.

A silent rally led by women from Hayden Hall passed through Clubside, Robertson Road, Chowrasta Road, and
Gorkha Ranga Mancha Bhavan before culminating at Chowrasta. Participants carried placards highlighting
women’s rights, dignity, and social importance.

The celebration featured colourful cultural performances by students of Southfield College, child artists from
Darjeeling Sign, and dancers from Siliguri. A short street play on the Swachh Bharat campaign performed by the
Bhanu-Pala group added further vibrancy to the programme.

Chief Guest Pratibha Rai appealed to both government and non-government organizations to work towards
reducing violence against women and girls and to form psychological support teams for survivors of abuse. She
emphasized that just as women contribute to the success of men, men also contribute to the success of women.
She stated that women are not in competition with men, but wish to move forward hand-in-hand with them
through empowerment and equal rights.

Addressing the gathering, Radha Karki spoke about the significance of celebrating Women’s Day and
highlighted the strength and potential of women who continue to endure suffering and discrimination in society.
She noted that although women’s conditions have improved compared to a century ago, they still lag behind
men in many areas, and stressed the importance of properly recognizing women’s contributions in every sphere
of life, including unpaid household work.
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The programme also observed a one-minute silence in memory of renowned literary figure Indra Bahadur Rai.
Among the distinguished guests present were AIWC General Secretary Gunake Sari Pradhan, ICDS Inspector Dr.
Nitu Sharma, and Reena Raya.

During the event, ICDS staff presented a drama highlighting the importance of child development services,

while Gayatri Thapa from the Swarnishwar group shared that nearly 38,000 women in the district are currently
associated with self-help groups.



