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Darjeeling, 17 March: Hayden Hall Institute has taken a remarkable humanitarian initiative by arranging free
corrective surgery for ten children and young individuals born with cleft lips under its “Smile Train Project.”
The beneficiaries, belonging mostly to poor and underprivileged families from areas such as Rimbick,
Badamtam, Sidrabong, and Chota Pubong, were taken to Guwahati for treatment and surgery.

According to Sister Ann Joseph, the surgeries were scheduled to begin immediately and the patients were
expected to recover within approximately twelve days. The medical team involved in the treatment included
plastic surgeons, anesthetists, OT nurses, technicians, speech therapists, and orthodontists.

T R A N S L A T I O N :

Sister Ann Joseph further informed that Hayden Hall had successfully arranged similar surgeries for five
patients in November 2004, making this the second group under the initiative. The beneficiaries ranged in
age from 16 months to 20 years.
She explained that such surgeries generally cost more than ₹14,000, making treatment difficult for
economically disadvantaged families. To support these vulnerable children, Hayden Hall has been arranging
the surgeries completely free of cost.
Parents of the children expressed both emotional relief and gratitude. Sunita Khawas, mother of three-year-
old Apsara Khawas, shared that although she felt anxious about the surgery, she was deeply happy knowing
her daughter would finally be able to live with a normal appearance after the operation.

Sister Joseph emphasized that early surgical intervention can significantly improve the lives of children with
cleft lips and encouraged parents of similar patients to contact Hayden Hall for assistance and support.
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Darjeeling, 17 March:  The Women Welfare and Development Committee has been actively working towards
the upliftment and economic empowerment of women across the Darjeeling hills. Established in 1996, the
committee has grown to include 3,668 members, with total savings exceeding ₹1 crore.

According to supervisor Alphons Tamang, the organization has provided loans amounting to nearly ₹56 lakh
between 1997 and 2004 to support women in areas such as education, house construction, livestock rearing,
agriculture, and small businesses.

More than 300 women attended the annual conference of the committee, where several members shared
how the initiative had helped improve their livelihoods. Sita BK from Harsingh Hatta stated that she had
taken a loan to purchase a cow and later borrowed funds again for her child’s education. Similarly, Lila
Subba from Goushala expressed her plans to start a small shop through financial assistance from the
committee.

The programme highlighted the growing role of women-led savings and credit initiatives in promoting self-
employment, financial independence, and social development in rural communities.
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