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TRANSLATION:
Darjeeling, 13 Aug, 2006

FATHER E.P. BURNS HONOURED FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO
HUMANITY AND SOCIAL SERVICE

Darjeeling, 13 August: Renowned educationist and social worker Father Edgar Peter Burns was honoured at a

special programme held at Loreto Hall in Darjeeling in recognition of his lifelong contribution to education,
community welfare, and humanitarian service.

The felicitation was organized by Gamma Publication during the release ceremony of the book Kehi Rajnaitik

Byaktiharu written by Jeevan Labar. On behalf of the publication, Sapna Chettri presented Father Burns with
a traditional shawl and a felicitation letter.

Born in Canada on 26 April 1925, Father Burns arrived in Darjeeling in 1951 and served in institutions including
St. Alphonsus School, St. Robert’s School, and St. Joseph’s College. In 1969, he established Hayden Hall
Institute, which has continued to provide community development programmes such as adult education,

night college, healthcare services, scholarships, tuition support, and vocational training for self-
employment.

Father Burns was also remembered for his humanitarian efforts during the devastating market fire of 1973,
when he helped arrange housing facilities for affected families in Singamari.

Addressing the gathering, Father Burns stated that true development is only possible when guided by love
and compassion. He emphasized that service to humanity has always been the purpose of his life and

expressed humility in receiving the honour, saying that he had simply carried out the responsibilities every
human being should fulfill.

Even at the age of 81, Father Burns continued to inspire people through his dedication, humility, and
unwavering commitment to the welfare of the poor and marginalized communities of Darjeeling.
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