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Darjeeling, 12 February: Hayden Hall Institute has been actively working towards improving the economic
condition of poor and underprivileged women through its various welfare initiatives, including its Micro Credit
Programme launched in 1997.

According to Deputy Director Noreen Dunn and programme supervisor Gopal Sharma, the initiative was
introduced with the belief that financial support is essential for holistic development. Through the scheme,
more than ₹40 lakh has been provided as loans, helping many women establish small businesses and
become financially self-reliant.
The programme also encourages savings habits among local communities. Women participating in the
scheme regularly deposit small savings, which later make them eligible for loans to support education,
healthcare, festivals, and livelihood needs.
At present, nearly 3,000 women from Darjeeling and Kalimpong are associated with the programme.
Participants are organized into groups, while eligible women are selected through surveys conducted by
Hayden Hall’s paramedical staff.

Apart from the micro credit initiative, Hayden Hall also continues to support income-generation activities,
educational assistance, tuition programmes for poor children, and vocational training such as tailoring and
weaving. Products made by women trainees, including carpets, bags, and sweaters, are also provided
market opportunities through the institution, helping many women earn a sustainable monthly income.
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