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Darjeeling, 12 Oct, 2009

TRIBUTE TO FATHER BURNS AND FATHER VAN AT HAYDEN HALL,
DARJEELING

A large gathering at Hayden Hall Institute came together to honour two Canadian Jesuit priests, Father Edgar
Burns and Father Gerald Van Wallenghem, for their lifelong contribution to education and community
development in Darjeeling.

The felicitation programme was organized by the North Point College Alumni Association in recognition of
the remarkable service rendered by the two priests since their arrival in India from Canada during the early
1950s

Father Edgar Burns served in several educational institutions including St. Joseph’s School, St. Joseph’s
College, St. Robert’s High School, and St. Alphonsus High School. He founded Hayden Hall Community
Development and Social Welfare Centre in 1969 and served as its director until 2006, dedicating his life to
the welfare of poor and marginalized communities.

Educationist Noreen Dunn praised Father Burns for his extraordinary commitment to social service, stating
that Hayden Hall was established to encourage students and alumni of St. Joseph’s to engage in community
work. It was also noted that Mother Teresa had once written to Father Burns expressing gratitude for his
support to her congregation.

Speaking during the programme, Father Gerald Van Wallenghem fondly recalled his journey to India and
described Darjeeling as his true home. He shared that despite opportunities to return permanently to
Canada, he chose to remain in Darjeeling and continue serving the people of the hills.

Father Gerald joined the Society of Jesus in 1944 and arrived in India in 1950. Over the years, he served as an
educator, preacher, counsellor, and community leader. He was instrumental in reviving the Darjeeling and
Dooars Medical Association and also founded St. Joseph’s School.

Former Chief Secretary and St. Joseph’s alumnus Manish Gupta, in a message sent for the occasion,
acknowledged the unwavering dedication of both missionaries, highlighting their perseverance in serving
the poor and their lifelong commitment to Darjeeling despite numerous challenges.
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